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1.2 Measuring
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Accuracy
If these shapes are measured multiple times by different 
people, will everyone find the same measurement?
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Which ruler will give us a more precise measurement of 
this shape?

Precision
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Notes

Accuracy:  indicates how close the recorded measurement is to 
the true value.  It is dependent upon the user‛s skill in using the 
measuring tool.

Precision:  is the smallest unit that can be measured with 
confidence using the measuring tool and is determined by the 
fineness of the scale on the tool.  
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How are accuracy and precision alike and different?

• Example:  Arrows on a target

Good accuracy
Good precision

Good precision
Poor accuracy

Poor precision
Poor accuracy
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Focus C:  Accuracy and Precision
Accuracy:
• three differenct people using same ruler get different answers.
Precision:
• greater number of digits increases precision.

Classwork:
Do Focus Questions Pg.9 #2,3,4

#2.  It is important to use the same tool to measure length and width 
because then when you find area your answer will be as precise as both 
measurements.
#3.  100.0 tells us that the measurement is EXACTLY 100m, while 100m 
means that it might have been rounded.
#4.  Should the precision of the calculated measurement be considered 
the same as the least precise measurement?????  Explain.
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Notes

Significant Digits can help you make decisions regarding the least precise measured 
value.  This process is understood universally.
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Notes

4
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Classwork/Homework:
• Pg. 10 # 6, 9

• Answer "Comparing measuring tools" Questions
• Study the rules for significant digits

• If you finish early, work on the left-hand side of 
the worksheet.
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